
 June, 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Middle School Students and Parents:           
 
The Middle School Literature teachers would like to encourage all students 
to continue reading over the summer. To help you with this, we are 
including grade level reading lists with this letter. 
 
Please see the booklist for your grade level. Each student is required to 
read one of the books on the list by the time school starts. There will 
be a graded project on the book of their choice shortly after school 
resumes. This will count as their first graded assessment. Of course, we 
would like to encourage students to read as many of the books on the list 
as they can. They are great stories recommended by kids their own age. 
The time spent reading this book choice counts toward their summer 
reading minutes. 
 
We appreciate your support in helping your children keep up on their 
reading so they are well prepared for the start of the new year. 
 
 

                                                                                                     Sincerely, 
                                                        Mrs. Osberg 

                                                                                                 Ms. Ingebrand 
                                                                                                     Mrs. Reuter  



 
SEAS MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER READING BOOK LIST 

 
6TH GRADE 

 

The Call of the Wild by Jack London 
Classic tale of the adventures of a dog named Buck kidnapped from his 
comfortable California home and forced to work as a sled dog in the Yukon 
gold rush in the 1800’s.  
 
Somewhere there is Still a Sun, a Memoir of the Holocaust by Michael 
Gruenbaum Michael “Misha” Gruenbaum enjoyed a carefree childhood 
playing games and taking walks through Prague with his beloved father. All 
of that changed forever when the Nazis invaded Prague. 
 
Cracker! The Best Dog in Vietnam by Cynthia Kadohata 
A realistic story of America's war in Vietnam, using the alternating 
viewpoints of an army dog named Cracker and her 17-year-old handler, 
Rick Hanski. 
 
Bailey’s Story by W. Bruce Cameron 
Every dog has work to do. Every dog has a purpose. a moving tale about a 
dog and his boy 
 
One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia 
Set during one of the most tumultuous years in recent American history, 
one crazy summer is the heartbreaking, funny tale of three girls in search of 
the mother who abandoned them. 
 
Jeremy Finke and the Meaning of Life by Wendy Mass  
The summer he turns 13, Jeremy receives a mysterious box with the 
engraved words, “The meaning of life: for Jeremy Fink to open on his 13th 
birthday.”  
 
Sink or Swim by Steve Watkins 
Inspired  by the true story of the youngest boy who served in World War II, 
Steve Watkins weaves a story of courage in the face of danger and hope in 
the face of defeat. 
 



Getting Air by Dan Gutman 
Jimmy, David, and Henry are psyched. It's summer, school's out, and they 
are on their way to California, where they will be able to do some major 
skating. But on the plane, the unthinkable happens: They are hijacked by 
terrorists.  
 
Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate 
In her first novel since The One and Only Ivan, winner of the Newbery 
Medal, Katherine Applegate delivers an unforgettable and magical story 
about family, friendship, and resilience. 
 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 
First published in 1876, it portrays childhood during the mid-19th century in 
an affectionate but realistic way; Twain's characters are full of wild ideas 
and antics that sometimes get them into trouble.  

 
 
  



7th Grade 
 

Found (The Missing Book 1) by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
Jonah has always known he was adopted. Now, at age 13, he and his new 
friend begin receiving mysterious letters. “You are one of the missing.”  
“Beware. They’re coming back to get you.” 
 
The Roar by Emma Clayton 
Telepathically connected twins’ take on the regime in this sci-fi thriller.   
 
The Graveyard Book  by Neil Gaiman 
Story about a boy raised in a graveyard.  Newberry winner, recommended 
for kids and adults. 
 
Rules of the Road by Joan Bauer 
Road-trip story about what one can learn when you travel with an old 
woman. 
 
Lightning Thief   (Percy Jackson and the Olympians) by Rick Riordan 
Percy Jackson is about to be kicked out of boarding school again. But he 
has other trouble:  the gods of Mount Olympus and mythological monsters 
seem to be walking right into his life. This book was #1 on New York Times 
best-selling series.  
 
A Night Divided by Jennifer Nielsen 
When the Berlin Wall went up, twelve-year-old Gerta’s family is suddenly 
divided. She, her mother, and one brother live on the eastern side, 
controlled by the Soviets. But her father and other brother who had gone 
west to find work cannot return home.  
 
Matched  by Ally Condie 
Cassia is part of a futuristic society where the officials decide who you love, 
where you work and when you die.  Cassia believes she has been perfectly 
matched until she sees another face pop up on the screen. 
 
The Red Pyramid (The Kane Chronicles Book 1) by Rick Riordan 
Carter and Sadie have become like strangers since their mother’s death. 
After living apart, their father, brilliant Egyptologist, Dr. Julius Kane, brings 
his two children together for a “research experiment”. He unexpectedly 



unleashes an Egyptian god who banishes him to oblivion and forces the 
two siblings to flee for their lives.  
 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 
Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and 
privilege in Mexico to work in the labor camps of California, where they 
must adapt to the harsh circumstances of farm workers during the Great 
Depression. 
 
Heat  by Mike Lupica 
 Michael has a pitching arm with some serious heat. How can a twelve year 
old be so good? Orphaned after his family escapes from Cuba, he has no 
proof of who he is. Michael’s secret world is blown apart when he discovers 
that family can come in unexpected ways.  
 
 
 
 

  



8TH GRADE 
 

The Honest Truth by Dan Gemeinhart 
Mark is a normal kid in many ways, except he is sick, very sick.  He makes 
a life-changing decision to fulfill a final wish of his grandfather’s to climb Mt. 
Rainer. He sets out with his dog, Beau, on an incredible journey.  Will this 
be his last? 

 
The Red Kayak by Priscilla Cummings 
This is a story about three teenage  who make a life-changing decision 
leading them through a web of lies.  This tests their friendship and moral 
compass. 
      
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
Josh and Jordan Bell are 12 year old twin brothers and basketball legends 
in the making. They are best friends until Jordan takes an interest in a new 
girl in class. They must work out their differences when their father faces 
some difficult health issues.  
     
Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry 
Kira is a girl who has lost both of her parents. The book opens with her 
mourning her mother. Because of her deformed leg, Kira is now at risk of 
being killed herself as she can no longer contribute to her society made 
primitive after an event called the Ruin. What skills does Kira possess to 
keep her alive. 
 
Eragon by Christopher Paolini 
Fifteen year old Eragon believes that he is a poor farm boy until his destiny 
as a Dragon Rider is revealed. Gifted with an ancient sword, a loyal 
dragon, and advice from an old storyteller, his choices could save or 
destroy the Empire. 

 
Summerlost by Ally Condie 
An accident kills Cedar’s father and younger brother and it takes a new 
friend to help her to help her through it.  

 
Peak  by Roland Smith 
After 14-yr-old Peak Marcello is arrested for scaling a New York City 
skyscraper, he is reunited with his long-lost father who wants him to be the 
youngest person to reach the Everest summit. 



 
Shoeless Joe and Me by Dan Gutman 
When Joe Stoshack hears about Shoeless Joe Jackson and the gambling 
scandal that destroyed his career,he travels back in time to prevent it from 
happening so that Shoeless Joe can be placed in the Baseball Hall of 
Fame. 

 
Elijah of Buxton by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Elijah is an eleven year old boy living in Canada who runs away from home 
and sneaks into the United States to correct an injustice that he thinks is 
his fault. This book is filled with joy and tragedy, laughter and tears, while 
both soul-lifting and gut wrenching.  
 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba (YA 
Version) 
This is a true story of how William Kamkwamba changes the life of his 
family and his village after a terrible drought destroys their crops and their 
livelihood.  He studies science book he can and creates his own windmill.  
 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor 
Set in the South during the height of the Depression, this is the story of one 
family's struggle to maintain their integrity, pride, and independence in the 
face of racism and social injustice. It is also Cassie's story as she learns to 
draw strength from her own sense of dignity and self-respect. 
 
The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane 
The novel is told through the eyes of Henry Fleming, a young soldier 
caught up in an unnamed Civil War battle who is motivated not by fear, and 
cowardice. However, in his struggle to find reality amid the nightmares of 
war, the young soldier also discovers courage, humility, and perhaps, 
wisdom.  
 


